Nick Hoogenraad reports on the recent conference of ASBMB held in
conjunction with ASPS, ANZSCDB, IUBMB and FAOBMB.
The OzBio2010 conference was held at the Melbourne
Convention and Exhibition Centre from 27 September
to 1 October. Unlike our annual ComBio conferences,
this was an international conference, being a joint
meeting with IUBMB and FAOBMB. The conference was
larger than any previous meeting of the ASBMB or its
predecessor ABS, topping 1600 registered delegates.
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Traditional welcome
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opening ceremony.
The conference also had a very long gestation period.
Sometime in late 2004, the then President-Elect of ASBMB,
Phillip Nagley, reminded me that it was the turn of the
Biochemistry Department at La Trobe University to
organise the 2010 ComBio meeting, but ‘would we
be prepared to make the conference an international
meeting?’ History bears witness to the fact that we accepted
the invitation, but it was with some trepidation that we
took on the job. Construction of the new convention centre
had not yet started (it was not completed until June last
year) and organising any large conference is something no
academic takes on lightly. Further, there was the matter
of dealing with two extra bodies, IUBMB and FAOBMB.
Luckily, Phillip Nagley was more than happy to take on the
job of dealing with the international organisations, leaving
me and my colleagues to work with the incomparable Sally
and Chris Jay to organise the conference.
OzBio2010
Co-chair Professor Nick Hoogenraad.

MCEC.

Page 20

Plenary lecturer
Professor Evan
Eichler.

The success of any conference rests squarely on the
quality of the scientific program, for it is this which
attracts scientists to a meeting. Looking back at the
original proposal we put to IUBMB, I note that we had
budgeted to have 20 plenary speakers and 20 overseas
symposium speakers. By the time Mike Ryan and his
excellent program committee finished their job, there were
23 plenary speakers and 40 symposia, with 80 invited
overseas speakers. For the record, on each of the five days
of the conference, there were concurrent plenary lectures
and six concurrent symposia. The ability to expand the
number of invited symposium speakers was due to the
terrific effort by members of the program committee to
secure sponsorships worth more than $140,000. Mike also
re-introduced concurrent colloquia, six in total, to provide
increased opportunities for postgraduate students and
junior postdocs to make oral presentations on their
work. We recommend that these become a regular part
of our future ComBio conferences. The feedback we have
received on the quality of the program has been very
positive. From my own experience, I heard many inspiring
plenary lectures and symposium presentations. It is a sign
of a good program when you are constantly confronted
with the difficult choice of which talk you will attend.
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The OzBio2010 conference also experimented with a
couple of program innovations. We decided to have a free
public forum on one of the evenings to attempt to engage
the general public on the topic of ‘Biosciences and global
warming – options for low CO2 energy production’.
Despite a concerted publicity campaign, relatively few
members of the public attended the forum, so the jury
is still out on this one. We also organised a workshop
program on the final day of the conference. One of the
ongoing problems we have at conferences is the tendency
for the conference to peter out on the final day after the
trade display is disassembled. Having a five-day meeting
confronted us with an additional problem for the final
day and the workshops were our attempt to bring in an
additional cohort of registrants to supplement people
already registered for the main meeting. To avert the
risk of these experiments failing and placing a burden on
the conference budget, we did manage to get substantial
additional funding from the Victorian State Government
for these initiatives. We also gave out about 100 free daypasses to 3rd year students attending local universities.
This helped reinvigorate the final day and ensure that
the Wood Memorial Education lecture by Harvey Lodish
was well attended. As it turned out, the workshops were
very successful and each of the workshops was very
well attended. The workshops covered a range of topics:
Super Resolution Microscopy organised by Leann Tilley,
Biotechnology organised by Mick Foley, Enquiry in Life
Science Education organised by Liz Johnson and Career
Development organised by Samantha Richardson and
Janine Danks.
Professor Susan
Hamilton
presents the
IUBMB medal
to IUBMB Ed
Wood Lecturer
Professor
Harvey Lodish.
Plenary lecturer Professor
Peter Waterhouse and
OzBio2010 Treasurer Professor
Marilyn Anderson.

Discussions at the
poster display.
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Grabbing a discount at the
Bio-Rad booth.

Great giveaways
from the trade display.
The huge trade display and
poster presentation hall.

The Trade Display was both large and successful. The
feedback we have received from our Sustaining Members
is that they were well satisfied with the facilities and with
the interactions with the conference attendees. Given the
substantial contribution they make to our conferences (see
box) and that this enables us to keep registration costs to
a minimum, this augurs well for future ComBio meetings.
Finally, a conference is not complete without a good social
program, for it is at our annual meetings that we catch up
with friends and colleagues and make new connections.
These interactions were fuelled by tea breaks with
excellent cookies and good lunch boxes, and lubricated by
excellent drinks and finger foods at the mixer on Monday
evening and the cocktail party on Tuesday evening. The
Gala Conference Dinner on Thursday evening, organised
by Chris Jay and Joan Hoogenraad, was a resounding
success, with excellent food, entertainment by four singers
from the group Pot Pourri with seriously good voices, and
dancing until midnight to the music of the now familiar
rock band, Zinc Fingers with Rohan Baker. The surprise
was that we had an excellent turn-up to the plenary
lectures the next morning!
My sincere thanks go to all of the members of the
local organising committee: Phillip Nagley (Co-chair),
Mike Ryan (Chair of the Program Committee), Marilyn
Anderson (Treasurer), Leann Tilley (Secretary), Liz
Johnson (Education), Joan Hoogenraad and Giselle Robert
(Social) and especially to Sally and Chris Jay and their
associates for their unfailing professionalism.
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OzBio2010 at a glance:
• Total budget of $1.4 million
• Wireless cost $5,000 (worthwhile, don’t you think?)
• 92 trade display booths (4500 sq m, worth $450,000)
• Sponsorships of ~$140,000
• 1600 registrants, 410 from 50 overseas countries
• 750 ASBMB members (this has varied between
390–536 between 2005 and 2008); 170 ASPS
(104–170); 200 ANZSCDB (71–119)
• 100 third-year undergraduate students attended
free on the last day
• 722 posters up for two days at a time
Gavin Jennings
MLC, Victorian
Minister for the
Environment and
Climate Change,
and Minister
for Innovation,
opened the public
forum.

Above: Public forum speakers, from left: Dr Deborah O’Connell,
Associate Professor Kirsten Heimann, moderator Robyn
Williams, coordinator Professor David Vaux, Professor Lukas
van Zwieten and Professor Tim Flannery.

Above: ASBMB prizewinners present at award ceremony
(from left): Professor Ian Dawes, Lilian Hor, Catherine Palmer
and OzBio2010 Co-chair Professor Phillip Nagley.
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Conference organisers
Sally and Chris Jay.

Happy iPad winner.

Chair of the Program Committee,
Professor Mike Ryan, with Uli Ryan.

OzBio2010 ASBMB Poster Prizewinners
Catherine Palmer (La Trobe University, VIC)
MID49 and MID51, novel mitochondrial outer membrane
proteins acting as DRP1 effectors in mitochondrial division
Kate Redgrove (University of Newcastle, NSW)
Identification and characterisation of surface protein complexes
in human spermatozoa
Jeff Yeoman (La Trobe University, VIC)
Lighting up the inner membrane complex of Plasmodium
falciparum
Kristie Lee (University of Adelaide, SA)
SOX3 overexpression leads to defective subcommissural organ
development with congenital hydrocephalus
Alex Delbridge (Walter and Eliza Hall Institute)
How to kill tumour cells that have lost p53 activity: a novel
apoptotic pathway induced by DNA damaging chemotherapeutics
Lilian Hor (Bio21 Institute, VIC)
Bacterial diaminopimelate epimerase forms an active dimer
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Gala Conference Dinner

Opera/musical theatre group
Pot Pourri wooing IUBMB
President Angelo Azzi.

Social co-convenor
Joan Hoogenraad.

Photos Courtesy:
Michael Evans,
PDI Office, La
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and Dr Fung Lay.

Dancing to
the sounds
of the Zinc
Fingers.
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