FAOBMB meets with
IUBMB in Taiwan
Leann Tilley, delegate from Australia, reports on the FAOBMB Conference and Council
Meeting held in Taipei, Taiwan, during October 2014. Photos courtesy of Phillip Nagley.
The 15th IUBMB–24th FAOBMB–TSBMB International
Conference (21–26 October 2014) was jointly organised by
the International Union of Biochemistry and Molecular
Biology (IUBMB), the Federation of Asian and Oceanian
Biochemists and Molecular Biologists (FAOBMB), the
Taiwan Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
(TSBMB) and Academia Sinica. The meeting was held
at the Academia Sinica, Taipei, the premier academic
research institution in Taiwan. Academia Sinica is home
to over 240 Academicians (or Group Heads), of whom
seven are Nobel laureates. It supports research activities in
a wide variety of disciplines, ranging from mathematical
and physical sciences, to life and social sciences. The
meeting theme was ‘Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
in Transition: from Basic to Translational’. Scientific
sessions focused on emerging technologies in basic
scientific discovery, emerging research areas and new
synergies in translational sciences.
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The Chair of the Organizing Committee, Professor Andrew
Wang, a Distinguished Research Fellow in the Institute of
Biological Chemistry at Academia Sinica, is a well-known
structural biologist and Past-President of FAOBMB. Working
with Co-Chair, Professor Ming-Daw Tsai, Director of the
Institute of Biological Chemistry at Academia Sinica, and a
large number of incredibly enthusiastic volunteer student
helpers, the Organising Committee ensured that this was a
highly successful and enjoyable meeting, both scientifically
and socially. There were about 1,000 participants, including
200 overseas speakers and moderators (session chairs).
The congress was opened by Chung-Lian Chien (Deputy
Minister of Science and Technology) who spoke about the
role of innovation in Taiwan’s efforts to remain competitive
in the twenty-first century.
A highlight of the scientific program was the Nobel Lecture
(EMBO Keynote) presented by Françoise Barré-Sinoussi
(France). Professor Barré-Sinoussi, is the Director of the
Regulation of Retroviral Infection, at the Institute Pasteur
in Paris. She was recognised for her contributions to HIV/
AIDS research, in particular for the discovery of a retrovirus,
later named HIV. She presented work on the molecular
mechanisms underpinning the induction of immune
protection against HIV, and how this can be harnessed in
efforts to develop a vaccine against HIV.
Other highlight talks included one from Anne Dell, who
was brought up in the Australian outback, but is now
based at Imperial College, London, using pioneering

mass spectrometry methods to study the glycobiology
of host/pathogen interactions. Scott D. Emr (Cornell
University, USA) spoke about exciting work from his
laboratory looking at novel endosomal sorting factors
and unusual ubiquitin-mediated signalling mechanisms.
Chi-Huey Wong (President of Academia Sinica), a worldrenowned scientist and a leader of innovative research
teams, talked about his programmable one-pot reactions
and novel chemo-enzymatic strategies for the synthesis
of complex oligosaccharides and glycoarrays. Tom
Blundell (Cambridge University) talked about his drug
discovery program that uses structural biology insights
and fragment-based approaches to discover drugs against
difficult targets, such as protein–protein interfaces. Stephen
Kowalczykowski (UC Davis, USA) spoke about the highresolution fluorescence microscopy and microfluidic
methods that he has developed to watch individual DNAinteracting proteins functioning on single molecules of
DNA in real-time. Ian Wilson (Scripps Institute, USA) talked
about his exciting high-resolution X-ray structural studies
of cross-neutralising antibodies against HIV-1 and influenza
virus. Toshio Yanagida (Osaka University, Japan) described
some of his amazing single molecule detection techniques
to study molecular motors and protein dynamics, and
explained how thermal fluctuations enable the brain to map
visual stimuli.
The winner of the 2014 FAOBMB Award for Research
Excellence was Professor Alan Cowman of the Walter and
Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research, Australia. Alan’s
presentation on the remaking of the human red blood cell by
the malaria parasite provided a particularly memorable tour
of the journey from basic biology to translational applications.
The winner of the 2014 FAOBMB Entrepreneurship Award
was Professor Anthony Weiss of the University of Sydney,
Australia. Tony gave an enthusiastic presentation about his
basic and translational work on tropoelastin and synthetic
elastin biomaterials, and its use to repair elastic tissues such
as skin and arteries.

Professor Kiyoshi Fukui (FAOBMB President) presents
Professor Alan Cowman with the 2014 FAOBMB Award for
Research Excellence (left) and Professor Tony Weiss with the
2014 FAOBMB Entrepreneurship Award (right).
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Some Australians at the Conference Banquet.
From left: Phillip Nagley, Alan Cowman, Shanchi Ku
(Executive Secretariat of Conference, PhD from University
of Queensland), Tony Weiss and Leann Tilley.

Participants in the Education Symposium. From left:
Speakers, Phillip Nagley (Australia), AndreAna Pena
(Academia Sinica); Session co-chairs, Siok Im Koh (FAOBMB
Education Chair, Singapore), Henry Sun (Academia Sinica).

The FAOBMB Council Meeting preceded the official
Conference program (Monday 20 October), with Leann
Tilley as the Australian delegate (ASBMB representative).
The meeting was attended by delegates from 16 member
countries and was chaired by the FAOBMB President,
Professor Kiyoshi Fukui (Japan), and Secretary-General
for 2012–14, Professor Phillip Nagley (Australia). The
President’s report emphasised the high quality applications
for the FAOBMB Award for Research Excellence and
the Young Scientist Award (YSA) reflecting the growing
reputation of the FAOBMB and its scientific meetings.
Inspired by initiatives developed by the ASBMB, Leann
Tilley put a proposal to FAOBMB Council to develop
an FAOBMB gender equity policy. Council accepted a
change to the Standing Orders to state that FAOBMB
Congresses and Conferences will strive to achieve gender
balance, in line with the gender balance in the research
community. Council established a Working Group was to
develop a gender equity policy and strategies to enhance
equity in FAOBMB-sponsored events. The members of
this committee are: Professor Haseena Khan, University of
Dhaka, Bangladesh; Professor Yang Mooi Lim, University
Tunku Abdul Rahman, Malaysia; Professor Leann Tilley,
University of Melbourne, Australia (Chair); Professor

Sheila Nathan, University Kebangsaan Malaysia, Malaysia
(Executive Committee member); and Associate Professor
Wayne Patrick, University of Otago, New Zealand. One of
the strategies that the committee would like to implement
is to develop a database of suitable speakers/session
chairs/organising committee members from amongst the
FAOBMB member countries.
The meeting was preceded by a Young Scientist Program
(YSP) held in Taichung city, Taiwan, with 40 participants.
The main meeting included a very successful Education
Symposium on Writing in Science, featuring talks on
different aspects of writing in science given by Professor
Phillip Nagley (Australia) and Dr AndreAna Pena
(Academia Sinica, Taiwan). These talks have been made
available in the News section of the FAOBMB webpage
(http://www.faobmb.net).
The 14th FAOBMB Congress will be held in Hyderabad,
India, on 27–30 November 2015 (including a YSP proposed
for 24–26 November 2015). The next IUBMB Congress will
be held in Brazil at the Foz do Iguaçu, 24–29 August 2015.
The subsequent triennial IUBMB Congress will be held as a
joint meeting with the FAOBMB Congress in Seoul, Korea,
4–9 June 2018.

Speakers and participants at ‘Youngs Meet Laureates’ career
development session. From left (standing): Michael Walsh
(Canada), Lim Yang Mooi (Malaysia) and Phillip Nagley
(Australia); (seated): Tom Blundell (UK) and Alan Fersht (UK).

International Colleagues and Conference Organisers. From
left: Michael Walsh (Canada), Ming-Daw Tsai (Conference
Co-Chair), Phillip Nagley (Australia), Kiyoshi Fukui (Japan),
Andrew Wang (Conference Chair) and Yau-Huei Wei (Taiwan).
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FAOBMB has recently launched two new schemes,
Exchange Fellowships and Travel Lectureships. Exchange
Fellowships are a great way for your students or postdocs
to travel and get experience overseas in another FAOBMB
country. Travel Lectureships are an effective way to have a

distinguished and experienced visitor from one FAOBMB
country come to another country in the FAOBMB region,
so as to provide the benefits of their expertise to support the
development of biochemistry and molecular biology in the
host country.

FAOBMB Executive Committee and Council members.
Front row: Members of FAOBMB Executive Committee, from left: Professor Phillip Nagley (Secretary General),
Professor Piamsook Pongsawasdi (Treasurer), Professor Andrew Wang (Past-President), Professor Kiyoshi Fukui
(President), Ms Siok Im Koh (Education Chair) and Professor Sheila Nathan (Fellowships Chair).
Second row: At left: Dr Shanchi Ku (Executive Secretariat 15th IUBMB-24th FAOBMB-TSBMB Conference,
Academia Sinica); delegates of member countries, from left: Professor Haseena Khan (Bangladesh), Dr Rahmawati
(Emma) Ridwan (Indonesia), Associate Professor Gracia Fe B. Yu (Philippines), Dr Somporn Kamolsiripichaiporn
(Thailand), Professor Mary Waye (Hong Kong), Professor Joon Kim (Korea) and Professor Ge-Hong Sun-Wada
(Japan).
Back row: Delegates of member countries, from left: Professor Zengyi Chang (China), Dr Wayne Patrick (New
Zealand), Professor Leann Tilley (Australia), Dr Tilak R. Shrestha (Nepal) , Dr Chung-Eun Ha (Hawaii), Assistant
Professor Yew Wen Shan (Singapore) and Professor Lim Yang Mooi (Malaysia).
Absent from photograph: Professor Hong-Chen Chen (Taiwan).

